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The study of Yi Hwang's acceptance of Muidoga(F\ZHEHK)
and Yi Ya-sun's acceptance of Dosangugok(F&ILIJLiH)

Lim, No—-Jik
(Korean Studies Advancement Center)

< Abstract >

Nature itself was a realistic space for the scholars of the Joseon
dynasty, a space where they were able to carry out their idealistic lives.
The mountain Mui(#:%8) was where the great scholar Chu Hsi(4)
indulged in study in his later years; dwelling deep in the valley, secluded
from the world—this, after he had deserted his governmental post. His
poem, “Muidoga (BEHRMEHK)”, became the archetypal model for creating
Gugoksi (the nine verses' poem), which had a great influence on the
future Yeoungnam scholars' idealism toward nature, centered on Yi Hwang.
The enthusiastic acceptance of “Muidoga(IXHRMEHK)” was due, in part, to
its being considered a successor to the originality of ethics. Thus, the
moral idea grew and gained momentum as it was passed down through
the generations. Notably in debt to this moral philosophy was the set-up
of “Dosangugok (FiILIJUH)” and the poetic creation that came out of it,
all of which was triggered by Lee Ya-sun in the late 18th century
(1755~1831). This all served to clearly secure the scholastic genealogy of
the Toegye's school and its legitimacy.

Though the poem *“Dosangugok(F LI/l was written from borrowing
its thyme-scheme from Chu Hsi's “Muidoga(sXFRMEHK)”, “Dosangugok(F
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[LIJUHA)” has its own peculiar tune--one that has a very different
geographical background from “Muidoga(ZXFRAEHK)”. In other words, one
can guarantee the realism and creativity of the work because the first one
was produced from within Dosan(F111), a realistic background area, and
not some other imaginary place. Debating the meaning of “Dosangugok
(FFLLILH)” led to the creation of the poems “Oksangugok(E.ILITUHl)”,
which came first, and *“Samsangugok(=ILIJUHl)”, which came after. This
implies that there were lots of differing scholars' views about the original
moral philosophy of the Yeongnam school, and some additional conflicts
were found in terms of succession of its idea. In short, Toegye's acceptance
of “Muidoga(BXRMEHK)”, and his younger students' production of
“Dosangugok(Fi LLIJLH)”, established the legitimacy of the ethics that
were passed down from Chu Hsi. As a result, such efforts enabled

Yeongnam scholars to identify themselves as students of Toegye's school.

Key Words : Dosangugok(FILIJLll), a boating song of the Mt. Muyi
(RFAEH), Yi Hwang(FR), Lee Ya—sun(FEF), Zhou
Hee(R3)
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